
 
 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI 

EASTERN DIVISION  
 

STEVEN TAYLOR, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 

v. 
 
ST. LOUIS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
A.K.A. THE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
DISTRICT OF ST. LOUIS, ST. LOUIS 
COUNTY, MISSOURI, et al., 

 
Defendants. 

 
 
 
Case No.  4:18-cv-00272-SNLJ 

 
 

 

 
STIPULATED PROTECTIVE ORDER 

The parties have agreed for entry of a protective order whereby Plaintiff 

Steven Taylor (“Plaintiff”) and Defendants St. Louis Community College 

(“STLCC”), Rodney Gee (“Gee”), and Robert Caples (“Caples”) (collectively, 

“Defendants”) agree their counsel will be provided access to certain documents 

that are confidential in nature regarding Plaintiff, Defendants, and potentially 

other current and former employees of STLCC who may not be involved in the 

subject litigation.  Counsel for each party agrees to hold such document(s) and 

information in confidence, using such information and document(s) only in 

connection with this pending litigation, and only when necessary. 

The information and documents may include, but are not limited to, 

documents containing the following types of confidential and/or proprietary 

information: 

1. Personal and highly confidential information about STLCC’s current 

or former employees, including personnel and other similar files 
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related to STLCC’s current and former employees, including 

employees who are not a party to this litigation; and 

2. Plaintiff’s personnel and other similar files, including information 

regarding Plaintiff’s employment and earnings history, as well as 

Plaintiff’s finances and financial records, including federal and state 

tax returns and supporting W-2 and 1099 statements and 

attachments. 

3. Plaintiff’s medical records and all information, documents and 

reports related to plaintiff’s present, past and future health and 

health care, including but not limited to, plaintiff’s injuries in this 

case. 

Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(c) provides for the issuance of a 

protective order governing the disclosure and use of information for good cause.  

Good cause exists for the issuance of a Protective Order here because limiting 

the disclosure and use of information would protect the confidential nature of 

each party’s information.  Further, the Court finds that if either party is given 

the above-described information or documentation, their ability to prosecute or 

defend this action would not be unreasonably limited by entry of this Protective 

Order. 

By entering into this Order, the parties do not waive any objections with 

regard to individual requests for production, interrogatories, or other areas of 

inquiry.   

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: 
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1. The Court finds that the release of this information and/or 

documentation to parties outside this litigation could result in wrongful 

disclosure of Plaintiff’s, Defendants’, or a third party’s confidential information.  

The parties each have a reasonable expectation of confidentiality with regard to 

such information. 

2. Confidential treatment as provided below may be claimed by Plaintiff 

or Defendants for documents and information and any portion or summary 

thereof produced by the parties and falling into the categories listed above during 

pretrial discovery in this lawsuit. 

3. In claiming a document or information is confidential, the 

designating party shall mark “CONFIDENTIAL” on the face of any document the 

party believes should be treated as confidential pursuant to this Protective 

Order.  If any party designates any document as confidential that the other party 

believes should not be treated as confidential, the party disputing the 

designation shall notify the designating party in writing.  Within ten (10) days of 

service of such notification, the party claiming confidential treatment shall file a 

motion seeking the Court’s ruling as to the status of the document at issue or 

else the classification of confidentiality for said document shall be deemed 

automatically withdrawn.  The document at issue shall be treated as confidential 

until the end of the tenth (10th) day after service of notification or, if a motion is 

filed, until otherwise ordered by the Court. 

4. In the event that a party or its counsel should desire to copy all or 

any portion of any document being produced in response to a request for 
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production, which has been designated by the other party as confidential, and 

marked “CONFIDENTIAL” on the face of the document, then said document shall 

be disclosed only to the party, his/its counsel of record, and counsel’s clerical 

personnel; provided that any confidential documents may also be disclosed to 

other persons whose assistance is, in the sole and exclusive opinion of counsel, 

necessary in conducting this litigation, upon the promise (prior to such 

disclosure to such other person) that they agree to be bound by the terms of this 

Protective Order.  Counsel for the party making such disclosure shall also 

provide a copy of this Protective Order to the other person or persons to whom 

confidential information is disclosed.  The parties and their counsel shall not 

otherwise offer or permit disclosure of any confidential document, its contents, 

or any portion or summary thereof, except in accordance with paragraphs (4), 

(5), and (6) herein. 

5. Persons having knowledge of confidential documents and 

information by virtue of their participation in this litigation shall use them for 

the sole purpose of pursuing this litigation and shall not disclose such 

confidential documents, their contents, or any portion or summary thereof to 

any person or persons not involved in the conduct of this litigation. 

6. Counsel shall not unnecessarily disclose information contained in 

confidential documents on the public record of this proceeding or in written 

arguments or memoranda submitted to the Court.  The parties and their counsel 

shall have the right to use any information contained in confidential documents, 

or the confidential documents themselves, to support or oppose any motions and 
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during the actual trial of this matter, as they deem necessary.  By agreeing to 

the terms herein, however, the parties do not waive any right to object at trial to 

the admissibility of any document or portion thereof, or the right to file a motion 

in limine regarding the use at trial of any document or portion thereof. 

Within ninety (90) days of final adjudication, including, but not limited to, 

final adjudication of any appeals or petitions for extraordinary writs, all copies 

of confidential documents in the actual or constructive custody of a party shall 

be destroyed by the receiving party upon request from the producing party, and 

the parties or their counsel shall certify that all such documents and copies have 

been so destroyed.  If the parties or their counsel had amended any copies of 

confidential documents from the other party, so that those documents contain 

work product of the parties or their counsel, the parties or their counsel shall 

certify within ninety (90) days of final adjudication or other final resolution that 

all such copies containing work product have been destroyed. 

IT IS SO ORDERED: 

 

 

____________________________________   ________________________ 
The Honorable Stephen N. Limbaugh Jr.     Date 
U.S. District Court Judge 
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